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® I'The Hebrew faith is strictly monotheistic. There is only one God, the God of Israel.

Jesus and his disciples, of course, believed this.

The Christian church clings to the belief in one God. But the church also
recognizes that God is experienced in more than one way. The early Christians sensed
that, in Jesus, God was approaching them in a special way. And after Jesus died and
rose again, they began to say, ‘God sent his son.” The God whom they knew as Father
had come to them as Son.

Already they were stretching their faith about the one God. But more was to
follow. Soon they would experience God as Holy Spirit; and they would have to find
new language to use about God.

The writers of the New Testament did not develop a full doctrine about the
Trinity. But they used language that suggested the creeds that would follow: Matthew
28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14. They gave us the raw material out of which later generations
of Christians formed the doctrine of the Trinity: One God in Three Persons. J
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